
 

 

 

Humberstone Infants and Juniors Covid 19 Risk Assessment:  

Jan 2022 

 

This is a summary of the government guidance “Schools COVID-19 operational guidance”  
January 4th 2022 

Overview: 

The government continues to manage the risk of serious illness from the spread of the virus. The Prime Minister 
announced on 27 November the temporary introduction of new measures as a result of the Omicron variant and 
on 8 December that Plan B, set out in the autumn and winter plan 2021, was being enacted. As a result, these 
measures are reflected in this guidance. This advice remains subject to change as the situation develops 

 

COVID-19 continues to be a virus that we learn to live with and the imperative to reduce the disruption to children 
and young people’s education remains. Our priority is to deliver face-to-face, high-quality education to all pupils. 
The evidence is clear that being out of education causes significant harm to educational attainment, life chances, 
mental and physical health. The DfE have worked closely with the Department of Health and Social Care 
(DHSC) and the United Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA) to revise this guidance 

 

Risk Assessment: 
 

All the following measures are based on the hazard presented by the transfer of Coronavirus to others in schools 
and are relevant to all pupils and adults who work at or visiting/delivering pupils, goods or services. The following 
looks at prevention and control measures. This updated risk assessment builds on the good practice and the 
measures put in place within the last risk assessment and has been updated to reflect the most recent 
government guidance.  Its effectiveness will be monitored regularly and staff feedback following consultation 
and implementation will be taken and applied where appropriate. This Risk assessment will be adapted and 
reviewed in light of any new guidance or following incidents of covid 19. The Risk Assessment will be publicly 
available on the website of each individual school.  

 

Stepping measures up and down:  

In the event of an outbreak of covid 19 additional measures may be put into place  

Given the detrimental impact that restrictions on education can have on children and young people, any 
measures in school should only ever be considered as a last resort, kept to the minimum number of schools 
or groups possible, and for the shortest amount of time possible. Central government may offer local areas of 
particular concern an enhanced response package to help limit increases in transmission. For most settings it 
will make sense to think about taking extra action if the number of positive cases substantially increases.  

The Contingency Framework: Education and childcare settings sets the circumstances which might lead to 
further action and the steps that should be considered. This might include but it not limited to:  

● Increased use of lateral flow testing for staff 
● Reduction in off site educational visits and residentials  
● Limiting and controlling parental attendance on site 
● Limiting outside visitors unless they are central to pupil provision  
● Limiting on site education for year groups or phases (this will only ever be considered in extreme 

circumstances)  
● Moving to remote learning for affected groups or classes of children  
● Restrictions on use of school transport  - additional measures in place to limit numbers or the 

introduction of face masks on school transport 
● The reintroduction of social distancing measures including bubbles and staggered start/ finish times 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings/contingency-framework-education-and-childcare-settings


 

For most education and childcare settings, whichever of these thresholds is reached first: •  

● 5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 
within a 10-day period; OR 

● 10% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive for 
COVID-19 within a 10-day period 

 

‘Employers must protect people from harm. This includes taking reasonable steps to protect staff, pupils and 
others from coronavirus (COVID-19) within the education setting.’ 

 

You should:  

1 
Ensure everyone is advised to clean their hands thoroughly and more often than 
usual 

Should be in 
place at all times 

 
Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach Should be in 

place at all times 

2 
Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes using standard products such as 
detergents 

Should be in 
place at all times 

3 
Keep occupied spaces well ventilated  Should be in 

place at all times 

4 
Follow public health advice on testing, self isolation and managing confirmed 
cases of covid 19 
 

Should be in 
place at all times 

 

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone  

Action Control Measure Date control in 
place 

Frequent hand washing should now be regular practice. 
Pupils and staff should continue to wash hands 
regularly.  

This should include: 

● On arrival at school 
● Before going to lunch 
● When returning from lunch 

Ensure that each class has 
an allocated  handwashing 
station or is allocated the 
nearest available sink 

Handwashing station are 
checked daily by P.O.s 

Reminding children how to 
wash hands properly 

Supervising younger 
children and those with 
additional needs  

Building routines into the 
school day and timetable 

Hand sanitizer/ gel is not to 
be used in classrooms due 
to its potential toxicity 

August 2021 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

Building these routines into school culture, supported by 
behaviour expectations and helping ensure younger 
children and those with complex needs understand the 
need to follow them 

Individual RA for those with 
complex needs e.g SEN/ 
Spitting 

Adult supervision for 
younger children 

August 2021  

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very 
important, so schools must ensure that they have 
enough tissues and bins available in the school to 
support pupils and staff to follow this routine 

Regular checks for supplies 
of tissues in each base 

Regular checks that lidded 
bins are available for each 
class 

August 2021 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 



 

Direct teaching of the 
approach including why this 
works  

Support in place from 1-1- 
staff for SEND  

The majority of staff in education settings will not 
require PPE beyond what they would normally need for 
their work. PPE is only needed in a very small number of 
cases, including: 

● where an individual child or young person 
becomes ill with coronavirus (COVID-19) 
symptoms  

● where a child or young person already has 
routine intimate care needs that involves the 
use of PPE, in which case the same PPE should 
continue to be used 

● When working with a child with additional needs 
where PPE would routinely be worn 

Guidance: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-
working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care 

PPE stored safely in each 
medical room 

Only to be accessed for the 
purposes agreed 

Safe disposal of PPE in 
medical rooms yellow bins  

PPE must not leave site  

 

August 2021 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

 

2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes 

Action Control Measure Date control in 
place 

● Enhanced cleaning schedule to be supervised 
by P.O Team and quality assured by Services 
Manager 

● More frequent cleaning of rooms / shared areas 
that are used by different groups 

● Frequently touched surfaces being cleaned 
more often than normal. (twice daily) 

● Cleaning work to undertaken only by premises 
and cleaning staff  

● https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cov
id-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-
settings 

Cleaning schedule to be 
recorded and monitored by 
PO on each site and 
collated by the services 
manager 

Frequent monitoring of 
cleanliness by PO in each 
school  

Additional cleaning rota in 
place in line with DFE 
guidance 

Mid day clean of frequently 
touched surfaces and door 
handles and lunchtime 
facilities  

Disinfectant spray available 
in every classroom  

Staff to be responsible for 
any immediate cleaning 
needs using the sanitizer 
spray available for each 
class 

August  2021 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

 

 

3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated 

Action Control Measure Date control in 
place 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings


 

When the schools are in operation, it is important to 
ensure they are well ventilated and a comfortable 
teaching environment is maintained.  

 

Opening windows (in cooler 
weather windows should be 
opened just enough to 
provide constant 
background ventilation, and 
opened more fully during 
breaks 

Opening internal doors to 
assist with creating a 
throughput of air 

Fire doors should not be 
left open 

August 2021 

 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

To balance the need for increased ventilation while 
maintaining a comfortable temperature, the following 
measures should also be used 

 

Opening high level 
windows in preference to 
low level to reduce 
draughts 

Increasing the ventilation 
while spaces are 
unoccupied (e.g.between 
classes, during break and 
lunch, when a room is 
unused) 

Portable additional heating 
should be used as 
necessary to ensure 
comfort levels are 
maintained particularly in 
occupied spaces. 

August 2021 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

CO2 monitors are being provided  so staff can quickly 
identify where ventilation needs to be improved 

Premises Team to check 
CO2 monitors in 
classrooms daily to identify 
where additional measures 
might be needed 

 

Implemented Jan 
2022 

 

4. Follow public health advice on testing, self isolation and managing confirmed cases of covid 19 

Action Control Measure Date control in 
place 

Pupils, staff and other adults do not come to 
school if they have symptoms (or any 
member of their household) 

Through regular electronic 
and telephone 
communication, parents 
and carers  will be made  
aware that they must not 
send a child to school if 
they are displaying any of 
the recognised symptoms 
and are advised to get a 
test and self isolate until 
test results are known.  

August 2021 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

Pupils, staff and other adults do not come to 
school who have tested positive in the last 
10 days 

Following changes to guidance -staff and 
children who have a negative lateral flow test 
on BOTH days 6 and 7 may return to work 

Stay at home guidance  

Pupils, Staff  and other 
adults are expected to 
inform SLT immediately of 
test results. 

Follow guidance issued 
with test results  

Inform SLT of outcome of 
day 6 and 7 lateral flow test 

August 2021 

Updated Jan 
2022 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


 

Anyone developing symptoms during the 
school day is sent home 

    New continuous cough/ High Temperature/        
Loss/change in sense of smell 

Staff and children who are 
displaying symptoms must 
be sent home  and advised 
to follow the “Stay at home 
guidance for households” 

They should arrange to get 
a test as soon as possible   

August 2021 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

Isolation room available for children showing 
symptoms 

Infant and Junior school 
medical rooms used as first 
base for child who is unwell 

Children in F1 await 
collection in the 3rd 
classroom in the nursery.  

F2, year 1 or year 2 await 
in infants first aid room. 

Juniors pupils to wait in 
space next to MCT suite 

Only qualified first aider to 
attend to child 

Parents informed to collect 
immediately 

Open windows, use 
allocated toilet which must 
be deep cleaned after use 

Use only the allocated 
toilets  -these should be 
closed if used by a pupil/ 
adult who is unwell 

Medical rooms not to be 
used by others until 
thoroughly cleaned. Sign 
on the door to close the 
facility 

Advise parents / staff not to 
use public transport if 
symptomatic 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

PPE available if a distance of 2m cannot be 
maintained from a child showing symptoms 

             safe working in education, childcare and                                     
children’s social care settings, including the use of 
personal protective equipment (PPE) 

PPE equipment available in 
each medical room and 
stored safely and 
hygienically 

PPE to be worn when 
treating a child who is 
symptomatic 

Enhanced qualification First 
Aider to lead on treatment 
in the case of a 
symptomatic pupil  

Remain 2 metres from 
affected person where 
possible 

August 2021 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

Staff and secondary school pupils should continue to 
test twice weekly at home, with lateral flow device (LFD) 
test kits, 3-4 days apart. Testing remains voluntary but is 
strongly encouraged 

All POSITIVE  test results 
to be recorded by 
Services Manager 

Staff do NOT pass on 
results on their own or 
another persons test results 

August 2021 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe


 

until they have informed 
SLT of the result  

Staff do not share results 
through messaging sites or 
any other form of social 
media 

Staff to inform heads of 
school immediately in the 
event of a positive lateral 
flow or PCR test 

Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result should 
self-isolate in line with the stay at home guidance for 
households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 
(COVID-19) infection.  

Stay at home guidance  

They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if 
they have COVID-19.  

Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should 
continue to self-isolate. 

If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive 
lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the self-test 
LFD test and the pupil can return to school, as long as 
the individual doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms. 

Staff/parents and  to inform 
SLT immediately of a 
positive lateral flow or PCR 
test 

In the case of a positive 
lateral flow test staff/ 
children will be advised to 
book an immediate PCR 
test to confirm. They should 
continue to self isolate 
while awaiting results.  

From 16 August, if you 
are fully vaccinated or 
aged under 18 years 
and 6 months you will 
not be required to self-
isolate if you are a 
contact of someone 
who has tested 
positive for COVID-19. 

August 2021 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

From 14 December 2021, adults who are fully 
vaccinated and all children and young people aged 
between 5 and 18 years and 6 months identified as a 
contact of someone with COVID-19 are strongly advised 
to take a LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to 
attend their setting as normal, unless they have a 
positive test result. 

 

Staff and children who are 
close contact of someone 
with covid 19 are advised to 
carry out a lateral flow test 
every day for 7 days and to 
inform SLT immediately in 
the event of a positive test 
result  

Jan 2022 

 

Other considerations  

Action Control Measure Date control in 
place 

CEV (Critically extremely vulnerable)  

All clinically extremely vulnerable pupils should attend 
their setting unless advised not to do so by their clinician 
or specialist  

Following expert clinical advice and the successful 
rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine programme, people 
previously considered to be particularly vulnerable, 
clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV), and high or 
higher-risk are not being advised to shield again.  

Children and young people who were previously 
identified as being in one of these groups, are advised to 
continue to follow the guidance contained in 
Coronavirus: how to stay safe and help prevent the 
spread.  

Staff asked to inform their 
HoS if they believe they are 
vulnerable or clinically 
extremely vulnerable 

 

Additional risk assessment 
measures may be 
necessary 

August 2021 

Reviewed Jan 
2022 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#exempt
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#exempt
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#exempt
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#exempt
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#exempt
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#exempt


 

Remote Education:  

Schools should support pupils who are required to self 
isolate with home learning if they are well enough to do 
so for the next academic year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remote education to be 
quality assured to be in line 
with school Remote 
Learning Protocols by 
Assistant Head 

Remote learning should be 
equivalent in length to the 
core teaching pupils would 
receive in school 

Provision for SEND pupils 
will be bespoke and quality 
assured by the SENCO 

August 2021 

January 2022 

Mixing and Bubbles: 

It is no longer recommended to keep children in 
consistent groups for any aspect of curriculum delivery  

 

Continue to review 
government guidance in the 
event of an outbreak or a 
change in local conditions 

August 2021 

Jan 2022 

Adults are no longer recommended to wear face 
coverings  

Primary school aged children are NOT recommended to 
wear face coverings  

 

In the event of an increase 
in cases in school, a 
director of public health 
might advise that face 
coverings should 
temporarily be worn in 
communal spaces 

August 2021 

Jan 2022 

 

 

 


