
Remote Learning Policy 2020 - 2021 
 
 Remote Learning Aims 
 
We aim to offer the children a rich and challenging education via online and distance learning. The                 
lessons should match the expectations of lessons being taught in school as far as possible and                
children should access lessons from all areas of the curriculum. The DfE Guidance states that remote                
learning should be “high quality and safe and align as closely as possible with the school provision.” 
This will include: Reading, English, Maths, Enrichment, RE and PSHE. Children should be able to               
access the same learning opportunities as the children who are still in school as far as is practicable.  
 
At Humberstone Infant and Junior Schools we are proud of the broad, balanced and ambitious               
curriculum that children are offered and the home learning should continue to reflect the ethos and                
culture of the school. Work set should not simply be “busy work” for children. We particularly                
believe that a carefully considered curriculum which is coherently sequenced and well planned will              
have a disproportionately positive impact on the learning of pupils who may be disadvantaged for               
any reason - this should still apply for home learning.  
 
 
The Remote Protocol should be used in the instance that an individual child, class, year group or                 
bubble of children need to isolate at home due to Covid 19.  
 
In this instance, all home learning will be distributed and accessed via the Google Classroom for year                 
groups 1 to 6. Each class has a Google Classroom account with all members of their class invited                  
alongside an additional adult e.g. another teacher, HLTA etc 
 

Remote Learning Principles 

Where a class, group or small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or there is a local lockdown                  
requiring pupils to remain at home, we expect to have the capacity to offer immediate remote                
education. In developing these contingency plans, we aim to:  

● select the online tools that will be consistently used across the school in order to allow 
interaction, assessment and feedback and make sure staff are trained in their use. 
Examples include Google Classroom, Powerpoint and Explain Everything 

● provide printed resources, for pupils who do not have suitable online access 
● recognise that younger pupils and some pupils with SEND may not be able to access 

remote education without adult support and so the SENDCO  will  work with families to 
deliver a broad and ambitious curriculum 

● Monitor the attendance and engagement of pupils with Home Learning and make 
immediate contact with pupils who are not completing learning or attending class 
registers 

The Home and School Partnership  

Odyssey Education Trust is committed to working in supportive and positive relationships with             
parents and carers. We recognise that each family is unique and will endeavour to meet their                
individual needs where possible. Each school will provide support materials and training for parents              
in how to use online platforms and resources and follow up with parents and children where                
technology questions are raised. Where possible it is highly beneficial for children to follow the               
home learning timetable provided which helps to follow the routine of the school day with lesson                



timetables, registration and opportunities to check in with their class teacher in the morning and the                
afternoon.  

Parents can support their child's home learning by: 
● Providing a quiet space for them to work and help with basic resources  
● To the best of their ability, support pupils their learning and encourage good learning habits  
● Following the suggested structure for the school day as far as possible 
● Getting in touch with school via email or phone to let us know of any difficulties they are                  

having with access 
● Reminding children of safe online behaviours and monitoring their screen and internet use             

regularly 
● Be respectful in any online interactions with staff through digital platforms or emails 

 
When teaching pupils remotely, we expect teachers to: 

● set assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day 
● teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and skills are built 

incrementally, with a good level of clarity about what is intended to be taught and practised 
in each subject 

● provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher in the school or 
through high-quality curriculum resources or videos 

● gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum, using questions, quizzes  and 
other suitable tasks 

● provide regular and meaningful feedback on learning for each lesson. This should be in line 
with the marking and feedback policy.  

● adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in response to questions or assessments, 
including, where necessary, revising material or simplifying explanations to ensure pupils’ 
understanding 

● plan a programme that is of equivalent length to the core teaching pupils would receive in 
school, ideally including daily contact with teachers, using the agreed timetable as a model 
below 
 

Online Learning content: 

Doug Lemov offers some useful context for teaching online, which is to remind us that pupils already                 
have established behaviours in an online context which involve skimming texts, switching between             
material, and limiting their attention. He cites research from Maryann Wolf who suggests the              
average time spent reading/watching something online is 2.5 minutes. Bearing this in mind, Lemov              
suggests we should provide plenty of opportunities for students to break up the online aspect of                
learning with offline activities and assignments, as well as ensuring our expectations of students are               
clear and we hold them to account for completing  work. 
 
The Remote Learning School Day 
 
Remote learning should mirror the school day in length and quality as far as possible and practicable.                 
This should be completed by the class teacher (if they are well and able) or alternatively an                 
additional adult from the team. This means that all lessons will be planned collaboratively and saved                
in the Curriculum shared Drive. Lessons in school will be presented using Google Slides wherever               
possible so that they can directly and immediately transferred to Google Classroom in the event that                
they are needed. Google slides with audio will be added to google classroom and downloaded so                
that children can hear and see instructions - alternatively they can be accessed via google slides                
without the audio.  
 
 



Modelling and explanation will be provided to support pupil learning. Teachers should add voice              
overs to powerpoint slides to provide more detailed, introductions, explanations or models. This will              
be especially important as children will be rejoining their cohort after their 14 days of isolation.  
 

● Work will be uploaded for children on a daily basis. It should be online ready for 8:30 am.  
● To monitor who is accessing the work and allow for live contact with the class teacher a                 

virtual register will be taken at 8:45am and again at 1pm. This may be undertaken by                
another adult from the team in the event that the class teacher is unwell.  

● The register will be taken using Google meets which can be accessed directly through              
Google classroom.  

● Storytime will take place at the end of each school day to mirror the classroom experience.                
This can be uploaded as a pre-recording or can be completed live - lasting approximately 15                
minutes. 

● Paper copies of presentations and related resources will be provided by post to children              
who do not have access to a computer or an appropriate screen  

To ensure that live registers with children are a positive, safe and supportive experience 
for all, teachers should: 

● Begin the registration process with your head and shoulders on the screen to welcome and 
connect with students.  

● Spend time making explicit what resources pupils need to participate in sessions 
and encourage any questions 

● Share and talk through the timetable for the day with children, use the timetable 
to build habits with children.  

● Be very clear about what exactly you expect students to do so that they know their 
individual work is expected.  

 

Time Action 

8:30 Upload all work and resources for the day onto Google classroom 
Upload a timetable for the week to Google classroom by  Monday morning 

8:45 - 9am Google Meets to register the class 
Brief overview of the day for children with time for questions 

9am-12pm  English whole class lesson 
Maths whole class lesson 
 
Maths skills and drills practice lesson 

1 - 1:15pm Register the children 
Take questions and feedback from children about learning 

1:15  -1:45 Reading/ phonics activity 

1:45-2:45 Topic/Project whole class work  

2:45pm Story time - continuation of the class story either recorded or live. 

After 3pm Feedback ready before the next lessons 

 
Technology And Systems 
 
If a whole class bubble or year group is required to isolate, Google Classroom will be used to share                   
and deliver lessons, to feedback on learning and to communicate with children via Google meets.               
Google classroom can be used to set up whole classes, to track completion of home learning.                



Children will all require individual logins - school email addresses which will be provided. Teachers               
should use Google classroom to share homework weekly to encourage use and familiarity with              
Google Classroom. TT rockstars will be used to develop retrieval skills and improve times table               
knowledge and rapid recall in Maths. All KS1 and KS2 classes will have access to TT rockstars through                  
individual logins and passwords - provided by school. 
 
Parents may be referred to national online learning platforms such as BBC Bitesize or Oaks academy                
where the school does not have the capacity to provide remote learning due to illness or other                 
unforeseen circumstances.  
 
If individuals have to isolate or are shielding, a temporary Google Classroom will be set up with only                  
the individuals who require it admitted as a student. Students will join the virtual class for the                 
duration of their isolation and will be removed from the class at the end of their isolation/shielding                 
process. Work will be uploaded in the same manner as whole class work, however feedback may be                 
delayed due to whole class teaching in school.  
 
Phone calls home may support home learning and where possible and appropriate.  
 
Assessment and Feedback  
 
Whilst children are learning from home they should receive regular and specific feedback from              
teachers regarding their successes and areas of improvement - where appropriate. Children should             
submit their learning for feedback before 4pm. Work will be reviewed and feedback given where               
appropriate before the next session. If work is submitted late, students will receive feedback at a                
later date. Students may be required to complete actions following feedback - this should be               
resubmitted and shared with teachers. It is important to note that not all pieces of work require                 
detailed feedback. Children should be able to identify their strengths and areas of development              
within their work - where appropriate.  
 
Summative Assessments will be complete when children return to school after the end of their               
isolation period. If assessments are planned alternative work and provision is to be provided for               
children who are accessing home learning. 
 
Formative assessment will take place whilst the children are learning from home in a variety of ways: 

- Through specific and direct feedback to individual children 
- Through assessment of home learning work that is completed 
- Through questioning during the question time opportunities if appropriate 
- Teachers should assess work submitted and use this to guide and amend, if necessary,  the 

pitch and coverage of future learning 
 
Online Safety and Safer Working Practices 
 
Staff engaging in online learning should display the same standards of conduct that they would in                
the real world; they should also role model this to pupils and parents. It is the responsibility of the                   
staff member to act as a moderator; raise any issues of suitability (of dress, setting, behaviour) with                 
the child and / or parent immediately and end the online interaction if necessary. If a staff member                  
believes that a child or parent is recording the interaction, the lesson should be brought to an end or                   
that child should be logged out immediately. Lessons will be recorded in advance so that they can be                  
safely reviewed and moderated rather than taught live.  
 
All children have signed up to the Acceptable Use Policy which will apply equally to remote learning                 
and use of technology and online learning in school.  
 
This means that staff should:  

● be aware of and follow the school e safety and safeguarding policy alongside the Remote               
Learning Policy and Code of Conduct 



● Immediately inform a DSL should they have any concerns regarding a child's wellbeing and              
safety 

● Inform their head of school if they have any concerns regarding a child's behaviour or               
appropriate use of online or other resources 

● always be fully dressed in appropriate school clothing at all times 
● avoid one to one situations – request that a parent is present in the room for the duration,                  

or ask a colleague or member of SLT to join the session  
● only record a lesson or online meeting with a pupil where this has been agreed with the                 

head teacher and the parent/carer have given explicit written consent to do so 
● be able to justify images of pupils in their possession 
● think about the background; photos, artwork, identifying features, mirrors – ideally the            

backing should be blurred or neutral  
● staff and pupils should be in living / communal areas – no bedrooms  

 
 

 


