
 

 

Humberstone Junior Academy 
Maths and Applied Maths Policy 

 

Vision 

Maths at Humberstone Junior Academy is founded on the principles of enquiry, investigation, 

reasoning and strong core Maths skills. Children develop a love of Maths through conceptual 

teaching, hands-on, creative and active lessons and through meaningful and practical 

application in project-based learning.  

 

Aims 

We aim to develop in children: 

● Core Mathematical skills and knowledge 

● The ability to use reasoning; to select and apply their maths skills to problem solving and 

investigations 

● Recall of basic mathematical facts such as times tables 

● A deeper understanding of Maths through immersion and practical opportunities to 

apply this in real-world scenarios 

● An enjoyment of maths and the confidence to use maths to solve a range of problems 

● A range of skills that prepares children for the next steps of their education as well as 

their future workplace 

 

Teaching and Learning 

Maths teaching and learning is founded upon thorough and accurate Assessment for Learning 

(AFL), before, during and after lessons. Teachers will use this information to ensure appropriate 

challenge for all pupils. Maths lessons offer multiple opportunities for AFL, which allow 

teachers to address misconceptions, move learning forward and deepen understanding.  

Maths is taught daily at Humberstone Junior Academy and there are other opportunities in the 

curriculum for applied maths work through Project Based Learning. 

Teachers use a range of teaching strategies and approaches, including rote learning where 

appropriate (e.g. learning times table facts), independent and group work, ‘low threshold, high 

ceiling’ tasks, reasoning, problem solving, investigations and the learning of mental and written 

calculation methods. 

 



 

MCT is used throughout the maths curriculum and children are the primary users. It is a tool 

used to deepen understanding, to share learning, to explain mathematical concepts and to 

record work in a variety of different media. 

 

Planning 

Planning objectives are taken from the New Primary Curriculum for Mathematics. Long term 
and medium term plans are designed by each year group to meet the needs of their children. 
Medium term plans are created for each half-term and give an outline of the objectives covered 
and skills required in that half term. Planning is focused on the needs of the children and 
includes opportunities to extend and deepen learning where appropriate as well as 
consolidating and building understanding. Plans include questions for learning, success criteria, 
assessment for learning, differentiated work to meet the needs of all children, and a plenary. 
Calculations are taught according to the school calculation policy. 

 

Assessment 

At the beginning of Year 3, all children are assessed through the school's own assessment 

materials. This involved thorough teacher assessments of children's mathematical knowledge 

and understanding. This gives class teachers an indication of any gaps in mathematical 

understanding the children may have. Maths skills ladders are used to track children's progress. 

These break down the core mathematical content of the national curriculum into Age Related 

Expectations for each year group. Targets are set based on these assessments. These targets 

are reviewed regularly. All children's work is marked and formative feedback is given according 

to the school's Marking and Feedback Policy. and comments related to the QFL, success criteria 

and the child’s individual target as appropriate. Class teachers will use the maths skills ladders 

to keep a record of children’s progress. Pupil progress in Maths is tracked termly and forms a 

key component of pupil progress meetings. 

 
Monitoring 
 
Maths will be monitored by the Maths subject leader and the Head teacher.  Having identified 
priorities the subject leader will construct an action plan that is part of the School Development 
Plan. 
 
Monitoring may take the form of planning and book scrutinies, learning walks, classroom 
observations and pupil interviews as well as the tracking of pupil progress using school data. 
 
Children’s progress will be recorded termly using the maths skills ladders.  These form the basis 
for discussion at Pupil Progress meetings. 
 
 

Inclusion 

 



 

All children receive quality first teaching on a daily basis and lessons are differentiated 
accordingly.  Children are challenged to reach their full potential and targeted support is given 
to any children that require it.  This could include teacher support in class, focussed teaching by 
a teaching assistant, intervention groups or extra challenges. Interventions will be planned by 
teachers and teaching assistants working together and will be tailored to the children’s needs.  
 
The needs of children with English as an additional language will be met through planning and 
additional support from the class teacher and EAL support where appropriate. 
 
 

Leadership 

It is the role of the subject leader to manage and lead all aspects of the Maths and Applied 
Maths curriculum.  

The Maths Subject Leader will : 
● Develop the whole school vision for Maths and applied maths 
● Create a yearly action plan and monitor and review its progress 
● Develop excellent standards of teaching and learning in maths  
● Monitor and evaluate standards and progress in maths through lesson observations, 

planning and work scrutiny, pupil interviews and robust data analysis  
● Lead on research, pedagogy and national developments/innovation  
● Review and develop the maths curriculum, as required 
● Support staff in the  delivery of the maths curriculum 
● Plan and deliver CPD as required  
● Champion Maths events, activities and resources with the school community 
● Monitor the use of resources and equipment and provide new resources as appropriate 
● Liaise with other subject leaders to establish cross curriculum links 
● Support teachers and teacher assistants in the implementation of maths interventions 

Homework 

Maths homework will be set weekly and will usually consolidate the work done in class that 
week. We will aim to set a variety of activities, some of which will require direct parental help, 
e.g.  games.  Other homework will include problem-solving activities, basic skills practice and 
learning maths facts such as multiplication tables.  
 
The Learning Community 
 
Workshops are run to keep parents informed about the school’s approach to teaching key skills 

such as calculation strategies. Parents are invited into school to see maths lessons in action 

during the school year. Parents are encouraged to engage in maths activities at home with their 

child and the school provides guidance and support for parents in ways that they might best 

support their child’s learning.  

 



 

Members of the Academy Trust have a key role in monitoring and supporting the maths 

curriculum.  

Review 

This policy will be reviewed in June 2019 

 
 

 


